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vieadings of Republican members of| 7 )
s PITTSBURGH’S BUSINESS MEN
Congress Is Uneasy. ’
The President's letter provoked a Fle ‘BONUS lN ANY FORM
vandition in boith wings of the (‘ap!:olb
1-::’iT:;f“:r:?l‘l;t::;l;'m:;r:;::ln:u::lim:lsw;;s1| Special Dispatch to Tum New Yorx rl-._u.n.
provocative of humor. Never were | I'TTSBURG, Feb. 17.—Acting in direct opposition to the recom-
distinguished statesmen so near the mendation of the board of tlireclors‘.r' the Chamber of Com-
Y verge of panic as those who continued merce and a special chamber commii appointed to inquire
) to clamor for the bonus scheme desplte | into the soldier bonus question and vecomi.cud a course of act!un
e mounting waves of resentment to the membership the members of "tIm nru{rmutlon to-day, h} &
rom the entire country. The prizes|| arge majority, went on record as “emphatically and unalterably
ind penaities invelved are so0 gtu- opposed to the passage by Congress of any legislation pmvidl?s
: pendous as to provide all the distress- for _u"-’ payment of a bonus, in cash or any other form, U-‘”ab €
: Ing elements of a hideous nightmare. he ol ex-soldiers, or any other ablebodied clags in the country.
'l g Adoption of the resolution embodying the foregoing provision
; The country gencrally. 15 against the came at the close of a discussion in which the majority of the
". e . ;E,';:i‘f_r;'“l:‘*fﬂn‘n"";ff g speakers voiced opposition to the cash bomus proposal. B. C. Moise,
} any subject proves it bevond pe.ad- who presented the resolution, said:
| venture, It is significant that a great “The politicians who put the bonus mf:aaure across, if they
: pumber of these protests inclose edi- succeed in doing it, will be properly punished.”
iorfals from Tug New Yonx HeraLp Asserting that the American Legion represents only about one-
pointing out the bad business, lack of fourth of the soldiers who served in the world war, he reported
common sense and injustice of the or- having heard many former soldiers remark that they would not
sanized plan to raid the nationalll  join the Legion because, by fostering the bonus plan, it was “trying
Treasury. : A il ‘o prostitute patriotism.”
) C°mlb1| hed .“'121‘ d”“" r:ff‘gﬁ?r r:; ]"‘:"f He spoke of the wounded soldiers and dependents of slain soldiers
i:‘n';;tllto‘;‘ui;illr'“.“t:':;til::\l:nt‘hn: forced the | as “solemn charges which must not he neglected,” adding that “the
.'.m ocates of the bonus plan on the de-| record of $1,641,447,182 already spent by the Government does not
fensive. They will make a stubborn show that it has been niggardly or ungrateful.”
fight to save the plan at any cost, and |3 .
the majority of the members of the - ;
twe houses unguestionably would vote | by practically all of the agricultural [man from Texas that the Republican
‘o any form of bonuns bill, no matter | groups from both West and South. members of the Ways and Means
how extravagant, Hogical or absurtil The telegraph offices in the House | Committee are st work every minute
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it might be, il a vote were taken to-
day.
May Pass a B,

Senators and Representatives who
fear the political wrath of the bonus
mopagnndists will go through with
eyery move left open to them, and it
is not iImprobable that a measure will
I passed by the lower House and pos-
sibly by the Senate.
preobable the President will veto such
+ biii because it will not carry his

sales tax suggestions or present any |

plan acceptable either to the Govern-
ment or the people'generally.

Evidence that the universal pro-
tests against the bonus rald are be-
ginning to exercise a sobering effect
o the Congressional mind was fur-
nished in many quarters to-day. Sev-
eral  Senators and Representatives
wheo hitherto have favored the soldier
raid on the Treasury indicated a tend-
cncy to revise their previous opinions.
A greal many of these men began to
trge the adoption of the President's
cuggestion that consideration of honus
legislation be postponed until the
vountry is in better shape to stand the
fnancial deain invoelvesd,

But the large majority of members
in both houses, coerced hy threats of
reprisals from the profe slona! propa-
mandists, continued o demand the
passage of o bonus bill regardless of
itz financial terms. Their sole inter-
in it is to exhibit the roll call,
which will show that they have voted
for the measure. Whether the act be-
comes a law or not appears to be of
Iittle importance in the eves of most
members of Congress.

et

Senate Favoring Delay,

NDu tha Senate =ide of the Capitol
the sentiment in favor of postponing
the bonus legistation seoms to be gath-

It is quite asl

| wing were Hooded with protests from
| constituents te their members against
| the sales tax scheme. Mr. Fordney and
his associates on the Ways and Means
Committes discussed the situation and
tried to give encouragement to their
colleagues, who are being harassed by
an Indignant public on one side and
the bonus propagandists on the other
by promising that a bonus bill would
be forthcoming within the next ten
days.

Mr, Fordney added the optimistic as-

surance that the measure “will ba |

| satisfactory to all Republicans and will
| pass this House.” He was careful to
| say, however, that the Ways and
| Means Committee did not wish to as.
| sume responsibility for a bonus meas.
| ure and would submit it to a Repub-
lican cauecus for consideration.

Study Green Report.

Mr. Fordney's optimism was not
!bu..-ml.l on any development at the pro-
tracted meeting of his committee. The
chiet occupation of the members who
participated in it was in going over the
report recently prepared by Repre-
sentative Green of Iowa. This report
favors the retention of the five options
| plan contained in the original Fordney
| bonus bill, including the provision to
pay to ex-scrvice men $1.25 a duy for
the time spent in France and $1 a day
for the time speut in the service at
home.

John Thomas Taylor, tke national
agent for the American Legion, Who
has been directing the fight for the
bonus, appeared before the Republican
members of the committee to discuss
4 plan for financing the bonus rald.
| He declared the executive committes |
of tle legion committed to the five
|“~;‘:_\' plan, which includes the cash
feature, and sald he had no authority

preparing a bonus bill and will pre-
gent it to g conference of Republicen
meémbers of this House within ten
days. That is what we will do. We
are using every honeorable effort to
prepare that bill, so that when it s

members of this House will agree with
the committee; if not, we want the
Republican members to direct Repub-
lican members of the Ways and Means
Committee how to prepare that hill
and how to bring it In here for final
maotion,"

McArthar Agalnst Bill.

While the debate over the secret
meeting of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee was in progress Representative
MecArthur, Republican (Oregon), told
the aewspaper reporters in the lobby
that he would not vote for the bonus
bill, He says he voted for it two years
ago when the conditions of the coun-
try were vastly different from those
that exist to-day. The American peo-
ple simply cannot stand additional tax
burdens at this time, sald Mr. Mec-
Arthur, because they are already stag-
gering under an enarmous burden of
indebtedness.

“Further taxation now would mean
more unemployment, more industrial
depression and more economic disor-
der,” he sald. “The country Is be-
ginning to s=ee prospects of better
business conditions, but these will dis-
appear if Congress passes additional
taxes. 1 am not attempting to pass
judgment on the justice of the bonus
legislation. But I am unalterably op-
posed to its consideration under the
preseni clrcumstances,”

The protests against the adoption of
a snles tax were piling up on SBenators
and members to-night in increasing
volume. T. C. Atkinson, the Washing-
ton representative of the National

! ring force: on the House side it is|i, agree to any departure from this | Grange, personaily led the fight against
T dust the other way. It was on this|,,jicv e promised to confer With |{he President's suggestion in the lob-
“de of the national legislature that| i, = Caoiilc of the American Legion

most of the action and all of the 11'.1:'?01'
in the situation developed! e

Members who have been couragecus
rmough tn oppose the bonus raid or
those who have been converted hy the
vosition taken Ly
ported to-night that a decided swinz—
‘wabbling™ they called it—had set in
imong the advocates of the scheme.

the President re-|

and communicate their decision to the
Ways and Means Committee.

Condemns Secret Meeting.

The conference of Republicans of
[the Ways and Means members which
was held in secret provoked a row in
|tte House later in the day. Repre-

Mut of the confusion there developed|sentutive Garner of Texas, the rank-
the fact that the bonus dispute has|ing minority member of the Waysand
hrought about the creation aof elght| Means Committee, protested that the
distinet groups or “blocs,” as they are | Democratic members were excluded
styled in the political vernacular of| from the conference between the Re-

bies of botly houses. ' ul

“The National Crange,/ Mr. Atkin-
son said, “is unalterably opposed to
the sales tax or to any form of direct
consumption tax for the soldier bonus
or for any other purpose. If it is
worth the cost of a bonus to get the
sales tax fastened on the pockKet-
hooks of the people, as said by Senator
Edge of New Jersey, who should pay
the price? The answer iz that it is
worth it to those best able to pay
taxes—the Jarger and largest income
earning people who spend but a part

presented to the House Republicar |

NERGHANTS OBJECT
70 BONUS OR BONDS,

| Association Wires Protest|
to Imgislators’Against
Needless Tax.

IT SPEAKS FOR 6,000

1

Declares~ Measure Would

Greatly Handicap Business
at a Serious Time.

GRATUITY CALLED CURSE

American  Defense  SNociety
Tells President Harding Tt
| Opposes Largess,

Both the Merchants Assoclation and
the American Defense Society made
formal protest yesterday against bonus
legisiation. The first named organi-
zation telegraphed its views on the
subject to Senagor MceCumber and
Representative Fordney. The defense
society sent its protest to President
Harding.

“Trke Merchants Association, with a
membership of 6,000 bhusiness houses
in the city of New York, reprezenting
all lines of Industry and trade, ear-
nesily protests against the passage
by Congress of legislation providing
for the payment of a cash bonus to
ex-service men. We belleve that a
general cash bonus is unnecessary,
that it would be extremely expensive
to the Government. At a time when

den of taxation which constitutes a
very serious handicap upon husiness,
it would be a mnational calamity to
impose this new and needless burden.

“This assoclation is strongly opposed
to any additional taxation for the pur-
pose stated, especially to a cumulated
taxation of selected interests which in
many Instances would be seriously op-
pressed by such an excessive tax bur-
den placed upon them,

“The objections to a bond lssue are
equally obvious. The natlon must soon
undertake huge refunding operations,
which would be made extremely diffi-
cult by the isenanee of a large body
of compeli®mg bonds,

Wonld Affeet Liberty Bonds,

“Interest rates would necessarily be
gravely affected and forced wpward,
which would result In increased loes
upon the great volume of Liberty bonds
owned by the mlllons of people.

“Moreover, new lasues of bonds to the
extent of billlons of dollars would with-
draw from business pursuits a vast
amount of capltal urgently needed for
business purposes, which withdrawa!
would cause an enforced contraction of
business undertakings and still Yurther
postpone the retury of prosperity,

“In fta treatment of former service
men the Merchants Associntion believes
that the Government should be not only
Just but generous. It advocates ample
uppropriations efficiently administered
for the care of men who have suffered
physical injary as u result of the war

the country is struggling under a ImrAI

r‘PdiﬁﬁllCM’& s 1|_
Williams of Bonus !

Special Dispatoh to Tie New Yoax Flematp.
ww. D, O, Feb, A |
ENATOR JOHN BHARP |
WILLIAMS (Dem., Miss) ||
branded the supporters of ©. o |
bonus bill as “pelitical cowards" in ||
a debate to-day over a measure in- ||
tended to retive disabled temporary ||
army and navy officers on & basis ||
@jual to thoge of the regular ser- |
Vices. |
He made n brilliant appeal for
the care of those wounded in battle,
contrasing  thelr condition with
| those who hwd not suffered.
| "I see the bonus bill staring me
| In the eye said Senator Willlams.
1 “T see a lot of political cowards
|| who are going to vate for it to he
|| reelected to the House and the
1] Senate.”

LEGION MEN WRITE
* AGAINST BONUS BILL

Continued from First Page.

the privilege of urging you
against this infamous outrage.”
“Having served a littls over seventeen
months in France, and at the front, and
| having been wounded twice, T feel privi-
(leged to express mysell on the bonus.
| T and all my buddies are against the
’Ibom.ls becanse we think it is too great
(i tax on the Government, and we fee!
|that we bave been fully compensated
| for our services.” fl
I “Four of my nephews were In the
{service and fought bravely for their
{name and my ewn also. 1 beg you will
| not vote for the soldiers® bonus bill, for
| we believe the bill will do much more
| harm than good.”

to vole

1 Adopts “Herald" View,

“Tue NEw York HERALD shows that|
| Congress is considering the renewal of
| War taxes as o means of furnishing a
| revenue for a soldiers’ bonus. I agroe
fully with the stand of that paper and
Eirltlllgst against the passage of such a

“My two boys served In (he great war
and would both benefit by a bonus biil.
One of them has expressed himself fore-
ibly against the bil and hopes for its de-
feat, and while the other Is away T be-
leve Liz opinion s the same*

“As an ex-servico man I feel that 1
should express to vou my entire objec-
tion to the soldiers’ bonus bill, Many
of my friends have resigned from the
American Legion because of {ts attitude
on the saldier bonus bill. Let us con-
centrate our energles and money without
#tint toward the rehabllitation of those
who were injured and need help.”

"To our disabled and crippled =oldiers
we shiould give ald and care o tha very |
Himit of thelr neads. But to hand those |
who retdrned strong and whole such a '

be tolerated.”

“As an ex-service man's wife, T am
| very wuch opposed’ to the proposed
| soldiers” bonus, 1 belleve ancther addl-
it!nlml burden on the taxpayers at this
| time would be unwize and would work
| to the injury of business and the country
generally,”

“Quiet Part”

“Just to remind that many ex-service
men do nol approve of the stand taken
hy the American Legion. Remember the
legion i the noisy part, but the quiet
part did the sume work during the war
and is able now to see that a bonus hill
will do the exservice men no real, lasting
good. T was overseas nine months and
am apposed to it

“I see by Tur New Yorx HerRarD
that within the last few days Congress
hng been trying to fingd something to tis

Agnlnst Bouus,

[ Men Entitled to Share Declare

| that the service men naturally would
| accept the bonus if granted, but do not
| place the stress upon it that timid poli-

|COAST BUSINESS MEN |

fee is degrading to them and should not | §an

and for the care of persons who have

up in order to secure revenue for a
been made dependent ns a result of the | goldiers’ bonue. 1 wish to protest
war. It also favors adequate vocational | gygainst this abuse and diserimination

training to enable service mon who de-
8lre to help themsslves to do s=o,
“It belleves that the distribution of |

which would be created by this act."

“1 merved durlng the war and am & |
member of the

to-day. These in their relative order| publican members and the represen- of their income and accumulate the
f Importance and numerieal strength | tative of the Ameviean Legion, rest of it in places where it will not be
ire as follows: ! Thereupon the Democratic mem- | Subject to a sales tax, or any other

tax. The National Grange suggesis an

1. The advocates of a bonus at any
mrles and with any sort of provision
for financing. whether logical, feasi-
hie or acceptable to the Government
and the people or not.

2. The opponents of a bonus In
any form, whose strength has grown
appreciably since the President's
declaration of his position and public
oplnion began to take such lmpres-
slvely hostile form in every section
of the country.

3. The advocates of the posipone-
ment polley suggestad by the Presj.
dent, whose numbers are also in-
ereasing.

Farm Groups Acainst Tax,

4.~Senators and Representutives
ropresenting sgricultural  distriets
whoeare for the bonns, but first of

#ll against the sales tax as a means
of providing the revenue,

5. The advocates of a sales tax for
fluancing the bonus, generally lim-
ited to the Sonators and Represenia-

tives from Industrial sections who
regard fhe method ns desirable for
general revenue  producing  pur-
PoSeE,

6. A limited number of Senators
and Bepresentatives who still de-
mand that any bonus bil! enacted

shall provide for the use pf Interest
and principal on the forelgn debits,
whether it

can ever be collected or
nof

7. The supporters of the s heme
te issue short time certificates or
long time bonds to add to the bur-
dens of the taxpayer

8. The supporters of the sugges-
tion fo drop the cuEh  payment
method of tompensating ox-sorvice
men and take gp the Insurance op-
thont plan which weuld cost the Gov-
erpment  $5,273,000,000 instead of

$1.060.000,000 called for by the cash

proposal,

HSenators and members who con-
tinued to demand that leaders of their
respective parties save them from (1
litleal annihllation at the hands of the

bonus propagandists mulled over theses
projects and many others which sug-

gested “Soviet" financlering  without
getting anywhere, "They found lttle
reagon for comfort In any of the ac-
tual #tepa taken to save the honus
seheme from complete collupse

Fordney Attempis Hully,

Chalrman Fordney of the [Toows!
Ways and Means Committes, whose
activitles have caused the Adminis-

trallon and the Republican party
ront deal of ecmbarrassment, tried
tard to rally the rapldly disintegril-
ng bonus army under the stundard

of hope that he Maunted throughout | fore us this morning & man connected

to«day. Tt did not take him leng to| with the American Leglon and asked

f out that the ales tax plah =ug- | Mim for expert Information, and he

. o hy Presidont wan opposed | gave [ and T will =ay to the gentle-
1' -

bers, who have been flooded with pro-

| tests against the bonus from their
Southern constituents during the last
| week, turned to the support of Mr.
! Garner, and for the firet time im-
parted a poltical aspect to the matter,
In protesting agiinst the secrecy re-
sorted to by Mr. Fordney and lLis as-
gociates Mr., Garner said:

“It was not my purpose during the
preliminary  consideration on  the
honus bill to mention the subject In
the House, but a matter has occurred
this morning which I think the House
is entitled to know about and agalnst
which I, for ene, want lo protest. I
¢ all right for tke Republican mem-
bership of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to have their execulive sessions
without the Demoeruts being present.
Hut 1 want to ecall the attention of
the House to and protest against Re-
publicans having an executive session

excess profits tax.”

SEES ‘ECONOMIC CRIME’

Finance and Jobs Better.

Bpecial Dwpatch (o Tuw Naw Yonx Hemain

CHicano, Feb, 17.—J. H. Trogoe, sec-
retary-treasurer of the
cintion of Credit Men, addressing mem-
bers of the Chicago assoclation to-day,
sald ; :

“We haven't balanced our national
budget, And while "we are talking of
feffelte we are talking of Imposing
taxes to ralse o bonus, It §s an economic
erime for our Congressmen to consider
taxes on this nation for any kind of a
bonug whatsoever, 1 want these men to
get adequate
steady fobs, Instead of a momentary
flush of funds.

and calling witnesses in order to de-
termine on legislation pending before
the committes, This ought not to be
und 1ke House ought to take some ac- |
tion to prevent It, if need be. It is an
outrage ngainst the House of Repre-
sentatives. It s not falr play. You |
have no right to have secret m-ﬂnium|
and Invite representatives of the
American Legion or rrnrumlutl\'n|
of any other clngs before you and
have them undertake to tell you the
clase of legisiation you shall report
vitlout having any one elas there”

Vondell Replies,
Mr. Mondell, the Republican leader
of tiw [Touse, in replying ta Mr. Gar-
ner, &aid

“1 think the gentleman has Dbeen
neither moderate nor acourate, He |
anld It has been the practice for n long |

tme, and will be 50 Jong as party re-
| wponwbdlity s recognized in the Hmmn_l
for ths matrity members of commit-
tees to meet and dlscuss matters pend-
Ing before the House. It I8 not only
veual, but It v entirely logical, that
| they should have any one address
them on matters Dending, They aref
unofficial meeismgs of majority mem-
bern of the commities,™
Mr. Pordney defended his Republi-
Lean nusocintes the committes by
saving:

“Republican members of the Ways
ind Means  Committes  have not
! thought It wise to eall Into their con-
| idenees mon to help prepare that bill |
we kiow were unalterably op-
posed 10 & bonus bill, The Ways and

on

whe

Means Committes and other commit-
tees have always had experts and
other officials before them when the
majority members wero conskdering
rmtes in a revenue bill, We had be-

\ {

“Aruch of Furope's bhusiness depres-
slon hasebeen caused by the granting of
graotuities, bonuses and othar adjusted
compensation: in the flurh of victory.
They have had to make up with_their

| printing presses the great deflcienty in

their revenus from taxes.

“We have just skirted the edge of a
financial  catuelysm,” continued Mr,
Tregoe. “The Federal reserve banking
rvstem and our fundamental soundness
of mind alone saved the nation. Even
now we are talking of deficits In our na-
tlonal budget of %100,000,000, and yet
wa are consldering ralsing the taxes of
ihe people to pay a bonus'

QUITS WAR VETERANS
FOR FAVORING BONUS

Among the members of the Ameriean
Leglon nnd the Veterans of Forelgn
Wars who have resigned bocause of the
stand their arganizations have taken on

the bonus cuestion 14 Frederlck T Eisat]

Hinchman, an architect, 0 Henry | U0 SHURUOR. o o 0 med |
t. B . Mr, J 1- 4 ™ « :

g it R R |a\'ai!lblv for such uses should be ex- |

ter of resignation from the Veterans of
Foreign Wars iz typleal of others and
ombodies a few of the most important
arguments against the bonus.

A Mp Hinehman's Ietter to the Adjutant-
General of the V. 17, W, says the bonus
would throw an additionnl tax unjustly
on the nation and adde:

“1 may unjustly, for it is unjust for «
yvoung man to claim extra compensation
for doing his simplo duty to himaelf,
his family and his country. Do the ax-
sorvies men think that the aotive servien
ahiould have been borne by women, chil-
dren and old men? Or would they rfor

laek af special reward have preferred to |

have had the nation disgraced and have
lost thelr own liberties®

IN TAX LEVY FOR BONUS|
Credit Man Deems Sound|

Natlonal Asso- |

compensation from xood.[

casty would not only be a staggering |
blow to the business of the country but
would prove a eurse ‘nstead of o bless-
| ing to the recipients of such a gratulty.
Individually it would not be a sufficlent
amount to supply a basis for business
activity and in many cases It would be
spent unwisely and would discourage and
defer self-help. Unemployed ex-service
men need work, not gratulties, They
can be best helped by return of genernl
Industrial activity and by such legisla-
| tlon ax willl tend to restors confldence
in the world’s stability nnd as will con-
tribute ta general Inerease in Industrinl
emplovment.'
Wonld Help Injured First.

The Ameriean Defense Soclety's men-
sage road:

The President, the White Mouse, Wash-
| ingten, D, .-
| “An indiscriminate distribution
| largess  {o soldlers after a war
been practiced =0 often in the
in so many countries und been pro-
iduﬂ]vn of such unsatisfactory results,
has so conspleuously failed to accom-
plish any desirable ond, that its pro-
| priety In any glven case can be ques.

of
has

| tloned without fear of accusation of |y, proposed bonus, 1 feel that the
niggardliness or want of appreciation | gisabled ex-service men should have
either of thelr valor or of the grati- | yyory assistance, but do mnot favor
tude of their country, which Is thelr dur. | gwarding o bonus to the strong and
“The cnse of those dlsabled to any | yealthy,” .
| degree by thelr service to their land | o =
I stanay” o & dtians fashhiy. Bvery As o former service man I desire to

! resource available should be devoted to
| the care nnd welfare of the latter. Yet
Ly an much as indiseriminate reward s
apportioned among all who served, Ly
#0 much will It be the more diffioult
financially to properly protect and suit-
ably sustiain those who actually need as-
| slstance, Had the country's resources
| not been squandered by those in power
during the war it might have faged
the double expenditure with equanimity
and cheerfulness. 1f there be cause
| of complaint on the part of any able
podied and uninjured ex-service man at
not recelving a gratulty, let him look
to those who expended In a yoear and
a halt what would have sufficed to con-
duct war for thres years and Im-
paverished the Iand as the authors of

pended in the care of those physically
ar mentally Injured in the war and
who, we regret to say, ars not recelving
thelr just meed of care and protection,
but ate belng made use of and ex-
plolted for the advantage of self-inter-
ested porsons, are saffering from Ig-
norance and sapinencss, Thelr care, vo-
eatlonal tralning or other aeslstance
shouil be placed In charge of their
own organizatiops, with adjunct or su-
pervisory boards appointed from the
highest clans of altizens.
AMERICAN Derexss SBogimTy, by CHARLER
Hruwant Davieox, Honorary Chalr-
man, Poard of Trustees

past |

American Legion, 1)
that all should be done for the
wounded and disabled soldiers, but pro-
test against paying the healthy and un-|
| injured a bonus."

| “As one of my sons served rlahleenl
| months In the aviation in Italy and
France and a daughter served a nurn-!

| think

REGULARS OPPOSE
SOLDIERS’ BONUS

That There Is No Valid
Claim.

Sprciol Dispateh fto Taes New Yorx Hemarp.
New York Hernld Burean, |
Washington, D, C., Feb, 17. §

Inquirles among Regular Army men
and in naval and Marine Corps circles,
developed the fact to-day that the regu-
lur services of the country are largely
opposed to the bonus rald cn the Treas- |
ury. Many of the men in the regular
gervices who were guestioned are mem-
burs of the American Legion. All saw
service in the late war and would be
entitled to the bonus up to and includ-
ing the grade of captain in the, ariny
and Marine Corps and lieutenants in the
navy, - 3

In their opinion the demand for na
bonus does not represent the viewpoint
of the great body of the membership of
the American Legion, but is the result
of political agitatlon. They recognize

tiefans In and out of Congress belleve.

Representative service men in the
regular establishments declare they see
in the presont bonus agitation a vicipus
debauchery of that fine apirit of patri-
otlsm which actuated the nation beth
before and during the war, They contrast
it with the spirit which prompted men
to give up thelr time for service in the
training ¢amps and which resulted in
building up the huge army in the face
of the lack of preparedness which pre-
ceded the war,

Ex-service men, they point oul, feel
irvitated because while they were seryv-
Ing in the ranks men in shipyards and
other industries were recelving suppos-
odly bigher wages.

In spite of this view the regular
service men bellevie the ex-service men
will realize that by accepting the bonus
they  will suerificing the place of
advantage they occupy in the public
estimation because of disparity In the
remuneration, often more imaginary
than real. For the ex-service men now
to insist upon a bonus they belleve
would be to exchange their proud herit-
age for n mess of pottage. 3

Their bellef that the rank and flle of
the ex-service men are not so anxlojs
for the bonus #2 the politicians believe
{s the result of investigations by them
among the various skeleton military or-
ganlzations which are In touch with the

LEGION COMMITTEE
BARS A REFERENDUM

New York Body Is Denied
Vote on Bonus.

The New York County Committes of

the American Legion decided last night
not to grant tho reguest of the City
Clyb of New Yark post that a feferen-
dum on the éx-zervice men's bonus ques-
tion be taken. A motion that the sec-
retary of the county, committee write
the City Club post to this effect and
that the latter organization'y letter
containing the request had been filed
was carricd, 48 to 28.

There was much discussion, prinel-
pally by those opposed to acceding to
the referendum  suggestion concerning
the method of rejecting the idea. There
was never any chance of the City Clul
post’'s requoest belng granted, “The per-
plexing guestion appeared to be that of
denying the request in & manner that
would carry with it no suggestion thnt
the American Leglon In New York
county was dodging the issug bocuuse
it feared the outcome.

Richard T. Bell spoke of the majority
when he declared the City Club post's
request an unfair one.

“The letter from the City Club post,”
sald Mr, Bell, “calls for a vote of pald
up members. There is no question that
a tremendous majority of paid up mem-
bers would vote for the honus, but such
is the financial situallon that but one-
fifth of the members are paid up.
Therefore even §f every one of these
paid up members of the Ameriean Le-
glon voted In favor of the bonus, the
opponents of the bonua would cry aloud
that but one-fifth of the membership of
the American Legion favors the bonus.

At flrst the committee was about to
decide to table the letter and take no
action., But Carl H. Getz, adjutant of
the City Club post, asked that some
action be taken that he might report it
to his organization. In the ensuing ar-
gument concerning methods of pro-
cadure, the question of the expense of a’
referendum was ralped.

“We'll pay the expenses,’ shouted one
delegnte from the City Club post.

Harold A. Content opposed granting
the referendum, saying that inasmueh -
us Lthe bonus gquestion was a national
and not n local one, he consldersd it
ruther a waste of effort and more or
lexs silly to go 1o the trouble and ex-
penke of a county plebiscite.

The City Club of New York post op-
poses the bonus and Mr, Getz declared
before the meeting that no matter what
actlon the county, State or national or-
ganization ook, his post would continue
to oppose the plan, He said that sey-
eril other posts had taken the same
stand, but that there was no doubt that

ex-service men everywhere.
The regular service men point il
that the American army was pald boet-

ter than any other army in the fleid, |
that generous allotments were pald to "

dependents and that splendid provision
has been made to care for the dizabled
veterans

BALK AT CASH BONUS

Francisco Commerce
Chamber Would Aid Disabled

Speciol Dispatoh fa Tar New Yourx Herato.

San Fraxcisco, Feb, 1%,—Opposition
to a cash bonus for soldiers is verified
in a referendum vote on the Chamber of
Commerce, but the organization ax-
pressed ftself to-day In favor of glving
to vach veteran the right to select at his
optlon the privileges afforded through
a natlonal pvstem of reclamation, na-
tional aid in home bhullding, nl'.!onnll
voeational education or national pro-
vislon for pald up insurance,

The action of tha chamber was taken
at the request of the Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States after roceiv-
fng from ita local members many pro-
tests against the bonus plan.

Telegrams on the vote have been senl
to Washington, and Californla’s Con-
gressional delegatlon is belng urged to
oppose all jeglelation that would give to
the veternns a cash bonus.

ber of months in the ¥, M. C, A, 1 be-
| lleve 1 am entitled to an opinion on the
proposed soldiers” bonus. 1 wish to

| protest agninst the bonus, because, In
my judgment, the business conditions of
the country would not stand any addi-
tional tax burden now, no matter how
levied.”

| “Ax an ex-seaman of the United |
States navy, 1 am strongly opposed to
the soldiers’ and sailors’ bonus, I think

| ndditional taxes at this time would be
unwise and urge that you use your in-

| Tluence against the passage of this bilL”

| His District Oppones. |

“The sentiment in my district is over-
| whelmingly against a soldiers’ bonus, It
|18 true not only of all of the rank and
| file of the voters, but also the ex-service
| men of the district.

“I wish to register by protest unimutq

| express my approval of the fight you
| are waging ngainst the bonue. It is-the
| most brazen piece of vote getting legls-
| lation ever attemptod.”

“f am iMiosing an editorial of Tue
| New Yonx Heravn whith wmay have
| emcaped vour attention. 1 have falled
| to see your name among the Congress-
! men opposed to the soldiors’ bonus, |
| want 1o pxpresa lo you my protest of
this community against such high hund1
bukinesa"

BONUS IS ATTACKED
BY HARDWARE HEN]

| Association Favors Aid for|
the Disabled. .
hunaounrira, Feb, 17.—Resolutions
disapproving the proposed soldiers’ bonus |
|and favoring the American valuation |
| am the basis for the asmessment of ud |
I valorem dutie on importations of foraign
merchandise wers adopted by tihe Penn-
gylvanin and Atlantic Seaboard Hard-

The assoclation (avored )
nld to
hut rogisters

tion toeday,
Government
pervice men, ita disap-
elal econditions.”

Theit resolutions wged members of

the association to reduce prices as
rapidly a8 possible and askod that
Inwer frelght rates be put into effect

“It In at least some small consolation, | PERSHING'S NEPFHEW GRETS JOB. h;:.;r:q]::;gN;:LT::;.;:::“NE::::&{“" was
however, fo feel that those who volun. Wasiiivaron, Feb, 17-—Appointment | cuetnd preaident; N Jomes, Pitts- |
tarlly gave thelr serviees are not the | of Jujex 1% Pershing, Jr., nephew of | hyrgh, secretary, nnd Charles W. Soar-
inutigators of ihile unpatriotie attack  Gen. Poshing as Assistant Prohibition | horsugh, Pittsburah, tressurer |

upon thelr country’s welfars, but that
most clamorous and selfish are the
Arnfted men who served because Lhey
had to and are now trying (6 maks o
virtue of neceanfty ™

Diroetey of New York was npproved
formally to-day by Prohdbition Com-
nitemaier  Haynds after a confarence

with Frohibitien Director Day of Now
Tork

i et by

=

FOUND ANYITHING?
If o, meo 1T 1t In ndveriised in the Lost and
Found enlumns of to-day's New York Haerald
Bee page opponite sditorial.—Adu,

| le

ware Association In the annun! conven-)
fnenpacitated ox- |

proval of the bonus “beeause of flnlm'

they formed a minority in the State.
OPPOSES STATUS FOR
‘EMERGENCY’ OFFICERS
WasHiNoToN, Feb, 17.—Senamnr Len-
root, Repuplican (Wis.), to-day mt-
tacked the Bbill wf Senator Bursum, Re-

publican (N, M.), to give .regular re-
tirement privileges to disabled “‘emer-
geney” offlcers of the American forces
during the world war, declaring that
under Ik some disabled officers would
recelve almost ten times the Govern-
ment payments to privates,

Chalrman Wadsworth, of the Com-
mittes on Militury Affairs, and Senator
Smoot, Republican (Utah), jolned Sen-
ator Lenroot in opposing the bill, while
Senators Bursum, Fletcher, Democrat
(Fla.), and Willlams, -Democrat (Miss.),
defended it. Aotion went over, how-
ever, the Senate adjourning to-night
until Monday.

Senator Bursum sald the bill had the
indorsement of the Amorican Legion,
and he with others of its supporters
contended that emergency officers were
entitled to equal retirement rights with
regular offlcers. -

TEN '\TE-._QII& FOR BRICKER.

Epecial Dispalch to Tim New Yorx Hmarn.

ArLaxTtic CITY, Feb. 17.—Dr, William
H. Bricker of Philadelphin, convieted
hers to-day of malpractlee; was sen-
tenced to from ten to fifteen years In
State prison “and fined $5,000 by Su-

preme Court Justice Black,

i

LEGION TO INSIST
ON CASH FEATURE

T. Taylor, Legislative
Agent, Declares ‘Debt
Must Be Paid.”

oJ.

Special Diapateh to Titm New Yoax Heeato.
New York Herald Buresu,
Was wn, D, U, li"abr.“l? ;

Ellmiination of the cash bonus from
the geneval soldier bonus, or “adjusted
compensation” bill, as proposed by Ben-
ator Calder (N, Y.) and other Senators,
will be opposed by the American Logion,
John Thomas Taylor, vice-chatrman of
the leglon's legislative committee, sald
Lo-day,

Senator Calder favors passage of the
bill so far as it provides for patd un
Insurance, land allotments and other
benefits for ex-service men. But he
would eliminate the cash bonus by
amendment.

“The legion is for the bill as it stands,
ingluding the ecash bonus. The legion
has alwayz been for ft. The legion
wrote it. The leglon seecs no reason to
change its attitude,'* said Mr. Taylor
to-day, *“The argument that the pay-
ment of a cash bonus will In the long
run have an evil economic effect ypon
the country and particularly tpon the
ex-service men {z ridiculous,

“Nine hundred thousand service men
are unemployed, Many are almost pen-
niless, A cash bonus will put them on
their fert and give them a chance to
start afresh, It will be a benefit in-
stead of an evil for the country,

“Payment of a cash bonus by the
Government will have a tendency to re-
vive business. It will result in maora
buying and selling. The opportunity
will be given to ex-service men to get
back their courage and get on thelr feot
to win in the battle to estublish them-
selves in the same ecircumstances they
were before the war upset their lives.

“The adjusted compensation bill is a
debt the country owea the men who
made the sacriflces to save it when it
was in danger. It Is only right that
the Government should ses to it that
cach one of these men he returned
to the same condition he was In before
the war. No man should be penalized
because he served his country while
others remalned at home and 1made
maoney.

“It 12 not the provines of the Ameri-
can Leglon to tell Congress or the Gov-
ernment how the money for the bouns
shall be obtained. When the Govern-
ment made settlements of war contracts
which It had canceled and on which

| the holders had done absolutely no work
| nor bheen to any expense, did these re-

cipients of Government funds undertalke
to explain how the money should be ob-
tained. The answer, of course, is nno.
The war contractors put in their bills
Tha Government pald them. Nop ques.
tion wns raised. It is no concern of the
Legion nor of the ex-service men whera
ths Government gets the money.

“It i= elear, however, that the Gov-
srnment owes a debt to the ex-service
man., It is a debt that should and
must be pald.

“The Legion refuses to be drawn into
a controversy which Is a side issue as
to how the money shall be rafsed and
what kind-of taxes shall be lald to cover
it, This ls intended only to camouflage
the issue,

“The American Leglon wrote the AA-
justed Compensation bill in reply to o
request from the natlonal legislators,
They asked for sugeestions as to what
should be done to Insure Justice to ex-
service men. The Adjusted Compensa-
tion bl was intended as the answer to
that request for suggestiona™

BLAST KILLS TWO MEN.

T.akm Hoparooxa, Feb. 17.—An expio-
slon of five tons of dynamite In thae
packing houes at the plant of the Atlis
Powder Company at Landing, at the
western end of Lake Hopatcong, killed
twn men to-day and slightly wounded
geveral others. Bulldings were shaken
within a radius of fifteen miles from the
plant. The nolse of the blast was heard
at Newton, thirty miles from Landing.
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In alorious
Ghree styles

SALE of

c1:10.95

Spring shades——as wel
pictured.
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HaTs EXQUISITE

— IN VARIOUS SHAPES, CONSERVATIVE
OR SAUCY—BUT CALWAYS CORRECT

OqLL straw hats of Milan braids, hair or straw cloths
- are interminpled with combinations of straw_and
Canton crepe or taffeta. New in Paris (and in Ne
York) is the brim that is narrow in back and poked in
front. Gay trimmings of ribbons, flowers, embroideries,
i ~ ornaments, and feather novelties, are high in_favor.
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as black.
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